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Reports Received by CCR of Human Rights Violations in Honduras in February and
March 2012

Since the June 2009 coup d’état in Honduras that overthrew President Manuel Zelaya, a number of
groups and professions have experienced systematic human rights violations. These groups include
organized peasant farmers (campesinos), journalists, lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT)
individuals, attorneys, members of the political opposition, and human rights defenders. Impunity for
violence is the norm, and reports of death threats, surveillance and harassment have become
commonplace.! Human Rights Watch’s World Report 2012 lists attacks on journalists, rural violence,
excessive use of force against demonstrators, lack of judicial independence, hostility against human
rights defenders, violence against members of the LGBT community and lack of accountability for post-
coup abuses as factors that contribute to an ongoing, pervasive climate of fear and intimidation.”

From February 7 to 14, 2012, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
defenders Margaret Sekaggya went on a mission to Honduras to evaluate the conditions for human
rights defenders there. Upon the conclusion of her visit, Ms. Sekaggya reported, “the pervasive
impunity and absence of effective investigations of human rights violations undermine the
administration of justice and damage the public’s trust in authorities... Public officials, including high-
ranking authorities, have made public statements which stigmatise human rights defenders... [who]
abstain from seeking protection as they consider that contact with the police exposes them to increased
security risks.”?

On March 12, 2012, ninety-four members of the House of Representatives sent a letter to U.S. Secretary
of State Hilary Clinton calling on the State Department, “to suspend U.S. assistance to the Honduran
military and police given the credible allegations of widespread, serious violations of human rights
attributed to the security forces.”* Seven U.S. Senators signed a similar letter to the State Department
stating that over 300 people have been killed by state security forces in Honduras since the 2009 coup
d’etat.’

The U.S. Congress has placed conditions on the State Department’s police and military aid to Honduras.®
As a result, prior to disbursing twenty percent of the allocated funds, the State Department will be
required to report to Congress on actions Honduras is taking to protect and promote human rights. We
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urge the State Department to uphold this obligation in earnest and to consider the incidents reported
herein.

The Center for Constitutional Rights and its international partners have received and compiled an
alarming number of reports of human rights violations in Honduras. In some of the reports, it is clear
that the Honduran military and/or police were directly involved in human rights abuses. We have listed
these reports for the months of February and March 2012 below. This represents a two-month
snapshot of the widespread, post-coup pattern of violence and harassment targeting the groups and
professions mentioned above. This list is not comprehensive, as numerous human rights violations go
undocumented, unreported or uncollected. We have included incidents that were widely reported in
the press as well as some incidents that were reported to CCR or other organizations but require further
investigation.

In addition to the incidents listed below, we must note that on February 14, 2012, a devastating prison
fire in Comayagua claimed at least 360 lives. The US Ambassador to Honduras stated, “there was
negligence and violation of the law on the part of authorities by allowing these prisons to remain
overcrowded and in dangerous conditions.”” The facility housed sixty percent more inmates than it
could safely hold — many of whom were awaiting trial. On February 15, the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights deplored the deaths and stated, “prison overcrowding not only constitutes in itself a
form of cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment, but is a factor that jeopardizes the life and personal
integrity of those who are incarcerated in a particular facility.”® As of March 8, only 110 bodies had been
delivered back to mourning families for burial.” One month later, another fire broke out amidst rioting
in the San Pedro Sula prison, killing thirteen and demonstrating again the urgent need for prison
reform.™

Incidents with police and/or military involvement:

- February 1 [detention]: Vitalino Alvarez, the spokesperson of the Unified Campesino Movement
of the Aguan (MUCA), was arrested without a warrant. Alvarez had represented MUCA in land
negotiations with the government and turned down President Lobo’s terms.™

- February 2 [detention, intimidation]: Thirteen MUCA leaders were detained at a police
checkpoint upon their return from meetings about the campesino movement in Aguan. They
were reportedly brought to a police station in Tela in cars without license plates and have since
been released.
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- February 8 [forced eviction]: A delegation organized by the United States-based La Voz de los de
Abajo reported that military officers of the La Ceiba 4™ pattalion forcibly evicted farmers from
the Salado Lislis community. The community reported that 200 armed troops were present,
some of whom were allegedly wearing shirts that said “Dole” under army or police-issued bullet-
proof vests.' The officers were accompanied by bulldozers that reportedly destroyed eighty
homes and destroyed fields of crops; the community said that the officers cut down plants and
trees and pulled up yucca.

- February 19 [threats, intimidation]: A convoy of twenty journalists traveling to the International
Gathering for Human Rights in Tocoa was stopped by military troops. The occupants of a car
driven by a MUCA leader were detained. Journalist Giorgio Trucchi reported that the officers
waved their guns in a show of visible threat.”®

- February 21 [use of teargas]: In the wake of the Comayagua prison fire, many families were not
granted access to the morgue in order to identify loved ones. Reuters reported that the morgue
was not large enough to accommodate the hundreds of corpses and that body bags littered the
ground at the site and were rotting. Police used tear gas on hundreds of people that pushed
their way into the morgue to locate deceased loved ones."

- February 24 [forced eviction, detention]: Police forcibly evicted the campesino collective
“Recuperando lo Nuestro” in La Paz and detained nine peasant workers. In a statement about
the incident, the National Rural Workers Association (CNTC) reported that nighttime raids,
repeat evictions, violence and the mistreatment of children and pregnant women have become
regular tactics of the police in La Paz, Santa Barbara, Comayagua and the Aguan.™

- March 5 [officer misconduct]: The Permanent International Observatory of Human Rights in the
Agudn accused Walter Maldonado, former director of the National Directorate of Criminal
Investigation (DNIC), of stealing records that would have implicated police officers in murder,
kidnapping, robbery and threats.'®

- March 16 [threats]: Approximately three hundred soldiers were posted outside of a campesino

community near Rigores and threatened the community with eviction."

- March 21 [violence, arrest]: An estimated 200 military and police officers raided a camp where
relatives of the Comayagua prison fire victims were protesting. They beat the protestors with
clubs and detained at least one person, Ricardo Pineda, without any formal charge.™
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Incidents in which level of police and/or military involvement is unknown:

- February 5 [killing]: Otilio Jiménez, the president of a Villanueva workers’ union, was murdered
in his workplace in broad daylight."

- February 8 [violence]: The Permanent International Observatory of Human Rights in the Agudn
claim that farmer Dionis Mdrtinez was shot several times in front of the land of the Buenos Aires
Peasant Movement. Martinez’s uncle, Juan Galindo, is the president of a Marofones settlement
farmers’ company.”

- February 9 [violence]: Men on a motorcycle attempted to shoot farmer llier Romero but missed.
llier’s father, Tito Rodrigues, is another Maronones settlement farmers’ leader.*

- February 9 [threats]: Teacher and vice president of the Colegio de Profesores de Educacion
Media de Honduras (COPEMH), Néstor Aleman, received death threats after he publically
criticized the Fundamental Education Bill and addressed issues regarding teacher pension funds
on a television program called Politics and Society. COPEMH has had tension with the Honduran
state ever since several of its leaders spoke out against the coup government in 2009.%

- February 17 [killings]: Student activist Marlon Eugenio Villeda lzaguirre, 19, and his two friends,
Gabriela Lizeth Cardenas, 19, and Paxi Yamileth Escobar Ortega, 34, were murdered in a drive-by
shooting. Villeda was a vocal member of the Revolutionary Socialist Student Front.?®

- February 22 [threats, intimidation]: Wilfredo Paz, coordinator of the Permanent International
Observatory of Human Rights in the Agudn, received text messages threatening his life and the
life of Juan Chincilla, land rights activist and MUCA leader, just days after the International
Meeting in Solidarity with the Agudn. One of the threats read: “Juan Chinchilla, your name is on
the list we are looking for your head.” No one has been tried for the kidnapping and torture of
Chinchilla last year, and although the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights granted Paz
precautionary measures in 2009, the Honduran government has not implemented them.*

- February 23 [theft, threats]: Ivis Alvarado, a television program director who has been
persecuted for his vocal opposition of the coup government, had his car was broken into, and
two computers were stolen from his home. He reports receiving persistent death threats.”
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- February 24 [threats, bribery]: Jeremias Martinez Junior, a young MUCA leader, received a text
message offering him $7500 for Juan Chinchilla’s address.?® See February 22 note for
information about Juan Chinchilla.

- February 24 [threats]: Danilo Osmaro Castellanos, the vice president of the Comité por la Libre
Expresion (C-Libre), received death threats in the form of phone calls and text messages after he
criticized a government official on the news show Honduras a Todo Noticias.”

- February 24 [threats]: Journalist Luis Rodriguez, cameraman Javier Villalobos, television station
operator Juan Ramédn Flores and Digicable manager Ramon Cabrea all received phone and text
threats during their continuous coverage of the Honduran prison fire.”® The men raised
particularly uncomfortable questions surrounding police involvement, locked prison doors,
reports of gunfire, autopsies, accusations of bribery and the prison director’s failure to call
firefighters.”

- February 27 [violence]: Judge Erick Euceda Ortez survived a drive-by shooting. He was shot
twice. Euceda stated that he believes that the attempt on his life is directly related to his work
and called for increased protection of high-profile lawyers and judges in Honduras.*

- February 29 [threats]: Radio Libertad journalist Mavis Ethel Cruz received death threats after
she made public comments about a senior police offer’s resignation. Cruz has previously
condemned the coup government and reported on corruption scandals.*

- February 29 [killing]: Journalist Saira Fabiola Almendares Borjas, 22, was shot and murdered
alongside José Ramdn Orellana Castellanos and an unknown companion. Their bodies were
found in a field in Choloma.*

- March 12 [killing]: Fausto Elio Hernandez, former correspondent of the news program La Voz de
la Noticia, was murdered by attackers with machetes on his way home.*® Hernandez was the
19" journalist murdered since the coup and the second since the start of 2012.3*

- March 12 [killing]: Marvin José Andrade, a farmer in the Cayo Campo community, was burned,
tortured and murdered after receiving numerous death threats from nearby landholders’
security guards.”

%% See supra note 13.
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- March 13 [threats]: Alex Roberto Sabilldn Gomez, a television journalist from Choloma,
reported receiving death threats during his program regarding human rights violations against
street vendors and market tenants. Sabillén had filed a formal complaint in 2010 about a death
threat from the Choloma municipal alderman, but no action was taken in response.*

- March 15 [violence, threats]: Approximately twenty private security guards entered a

community in Comayagua and opened fire on a group of campesinos and their families; they
wounded two women with bullets and beat another. Two of the private security guards
threatened Francisco Caraccioli, a human rights defender who has been documenting human
rights violations of the community. ¥

- March 29 [killings, violence]: A group of campesinos were heading home from work in Trujillo
when they were attacked by unknown men in cars. Four men died and eleven were injured.*®
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